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Summary Information

Repository: Library Company of Philadelphia

Creator: Swieten, Gerard, Freiherr van, 1700-1772

Title: Gerard van Swieten dictata in materia medica

ID: MSS00187

ID [aspace_uri]: /repositories/3/resources/39

Date [inclusive]: 1733-1756

Physical
Description:

8.0 Volumes 

Language of the
Material:

Latin .

Abstract: Gerard van Swieten (1770-1772) was a Dutch-Austrian
physician who served as the personal physician to Austrian
Empress Maria Theresa in 1745 and transformed the Austrian
health services as well as medical university education. This
collection consists of eight volumes of medical writings in Latin
concerning nutrition, pharmacy, and surgery. Several pages
at the beginning of Volume I, and a few pages elsewhere, are
translated into English on the facing pages.

Preferred Citation note

[Description and date of item], [Volume number], Gerard van Swieten dictata in materia
medica (MSS00187), 1733-1756, Library Company of Philadelphia.
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Biographical/Historical note

Gerard van Swieten (1700-1772) was a Dutch-Austrian physician who served as the personal
physician to Austrian Empress Maria Theresa in 1745 and transformed the Austrian health
services as well as medical university education.

Born in Leiden, Gerard van Swieten obtained his education at the University of Leiden and
was a student of one of the most respected physicians of the time, Hermann Boerhaave.

- Page 3-



Gerard van Swieten dictata in materia medica (MSS00187)

After receiving his degree, van Sweiten lectured and became a respected physician in Leiden.
Following the death of the Imperial Court physician, van Sweiten was asked to serve as the
personal physician to Austrian Empress Maria Theresa and her family in Vienna.

In addition to his duties as court physician, van Sweiten focused his attention on reforming
the Austrian health service and medical university education in Vienna. Through his efforts,
"the teaching of lower-grade medical personnel such as midwives and barber-surgeons
was improved, better-trained physicians were appointed at hospitals throughout Austria ...
[and there was the] introduction of stringent control of sanitation by the State," (Kidd,
page 448). Because of his efforts, the Vienna Medical School's prominence was established.
He continued in his work both as physician to the Empress and her family, and in making
sweeping reforms in medical education until his death in 1772. According to Kidd, "although
he was an insightful scholar, a respectable scientist, and a gentle and devoted physician, it
was his work in elevating the medical school of Austria into eminence that made his name
renowned," (Kidd, page 449).

Bibliography:

Kidd, Mark and Irvin M. Modlin. "Van Swieten and the Renaissance of the Vienna Medical
School." World Journal of Surgery, 2001 (25): 444-450.
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Scope and Contents note

This collection consists of eight volumes of medical writings in Latin concerning nutrition,
pharmacy, and surgery. Several pages at the beginning of Volume I, and a few pages
elsewhere, are translated into English on the facing pages.
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Administrative Information

Publication Statement
Library Company of Philadelphia

1314 Locust St.
Philadelphia, PA 19107
URL: https://librarycompany.org
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Revision Description
Finding aid prepared 3/10/2012. EAD encoding of finding aid updated by Dana Dorman,
Library Company Archivist, after the Library Company took over management of LCP.in.HSP
materials. 2/24/2026

Conditions Governing Access note
This collection is open for research use. Please contact Library Company of Philadelphia
Reference staff for access to this collection.

Conditions Governing Use note
Copyright restrictions may apply. Please contact the Library Company of Philadelphia with
requests for copying and for authorization to publish, quote or reproduce the material.
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Controlled Access Headings

• Medical education
• Medicine
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