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This document was created as a 

guideline for libraries digitizing 

content with the objective of 

producing a product that will 

not be re-digitized at a later 

point.



Borrowed from XKCD:

http://xkcd.com/927/



We are not insert name here. 

What they do is not relevant 

to us!



Our guiding principles

1. High enough to meet adequacy threshold

2. In-line with existing recommendations and projects

3. Do not duplicate existing works (cite them instead)

4.Basic Enough for novices

5. accurate enough for experts

6. Provide Enough of an understanding to help make decisions 
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Borrowed from:

http://schooltr.com/Teacher_Resources/Image_Library/images/Butterfly_Wing_Mag_Comparison.jpg



“I'm not sure 400 ppi will be enough”

“Some Recommendations are way too 

high for the digitization of older 
material”



“What is most needed is a well-lighted bridge between well 

understood best practices and workflows for digitization”

“The document does not address the physical environment for 

producing digital images, including light levels.  It also does 

not address the equipment performance and calibrating 
equipment.”

“the ALCTS document could provide a bit more leadership in 

regards to the ‘digital studio’ including environment, 

equipment and calibration, to sustain the minimum capture 
recommended.”



Min Resolution Min Color Space Min Bit Depth

Books and Textual 

Based Materials 

Without Images 

(non-rare)

300 Gray 8

Books and Textual 

Based Documents 

With Images (non-

rare)

400 Gray 8

Manuscripts 400 Color 24

Microforms 300 Gray 8

Rare Books 400 Color 24

3D Objects 300 Color 24

Aerial 

Photographic 

Prints (<8"x10")

400 Gray 8

Aerial 

Photographic 

Prints (8"x10" -

11"x14")

400-600 Gray 8 

Aerial 

Photographic 

Prints (>11"x14")

600 Gray 8 

Aerial 

Photographic Film 

(70mm - 4"x5")

1200-2150 Gray 8

Aerial 

Photographic Film 

(4"x5" - 5"x7")

1200-1600 Gray 8

Aerial 

Photographic Film 

(> 5"x7")

1450 Gray 8

Art on Paper 400 Color 24

Photographic 

Film (35mm-

4"x5")

800-2800 Gray / Color 8 / 24

Photographic 

Film (4"x5"  -

8"x10")

800-1200 Gray / Color 8 / 24

Photographic 

Film 

(>8"x10"Film 

(4"x5"  -

8"x10""x10")

800 Gray / Color 8 / 24

Photographic 

Prints (<8"x10")

400 Gray / Color 8 / 24

Photographic 

Prints (8"x10" -

11"x14")

400-600 Gray / Color 8 / 24

Photographic 

Prints (>11"x14")

600 Gray / Color 8 / 24

Oversize 

Documents

300 Gray / Color 8 / 24

Maps 300-600 Gray / Color 8 / 24

Posters/Broadsid

es

300 Color 24

Audio 96000 24

Analog NTSC 

Video

720 x 486 8

Digital Video 

Source Tape, can 

access bits

Native Native

Digital Video 

Source Tape, can 

not access bits

Decompressed 

720 x 486

8 or 10

Digital Video File Native

Video Optical 

Disc

Native Native


