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Philadelphia on Stone: Collaborations Continue to Grow

The Philadelphia on Stone
project continues to expand on
its collaborations through
unexpected and new
partnerships. Project director
Erika Piola has started to form
exciting new relationships with
other institutions, organizations, and professions through the
planning of the exhibition and public programming.

Organization of the exhibition to open in March 2010 has begun
in earnest. Intentionally scheduled to coincide with Philagrafika
2010 "The Graphic Unconscious," the exhibition seeks not only
to promote the history of Philadelphia lithography, but to assess
its impact on contemporary visual culture. To meet these ends,
both historic and modern lithographs will be displayed. By way
of a serendipitous meeting and professional networking, we
were introduced to Roberta Delaney, a Massachusetts artist, and
Kip Deeds, a local artist, who will fill four vertical cases with
their prints inspired by historical themes as well as traditional
practices in lithography. Their work, to be accompanied by
artist's statements, not only will represent the present state of
lithography, but will provide a window into what inspired them
to pursue this print medium.

Ms. Piola is also planning an open studio demonstration of
lithography. The demonstration will provide step by step
instructions of this revolutionary printing process based on the
premise that grease and water do not mix. We have also had
meetings about collaborative programming and publicity. The
Print Center, a core Philagrafika exhibition site, and the
Rosenbach Museum and Library, the host of the Philagrafika
artist-in-residence, lithographer Enrique Chagoya, have been
approached about programs that will increase and diversify the
audiences of each of our institutions.

However, the most unforeseen new collaboration has to be our
work with the Greater Philadelphia Cultural Alliance. Following
Ms. Piola's discovery of the capabilities of the ESRI mapping
software used by the Alliance to provide members with
Geographic Information Systems (GIS) models, she provided
Research Analyst Nicholas Crosson with his first historic
mapping project. The resulting maps, which will show the
residential and business addresses of Philadelphia lithographers
from the 1830s to 1870s, will be essential to the exhibition as
visuals to understand the demographics of the trade. Mr.
Crosson has even graciously contacted the Philadelphia
Geo-History Network for the use of historic maps as the
backdrop to the data, thereby creating not one, but two new
partners in Philadelphia on Stone.

Beginning with a survey of seven special collections repositories,
Philadelphia on Stone has grown to involve contemporary
lithographers, non-profit arts organizations, and Philadelphia
history networks. The success of this project relies on the
generosity, creativeness, and support of these original and new
partners. These recent collaborations will certainly help to
guarantee this outcome.

Above image: Plate 9 published in Every Man His Own Printer; or,
Lithography made Easy:... (London: Waterlow and Sons, 1854).
Click image for larger view.

Visit the Philadelphia On Stone Website

Jane Johnson Marker Dedication

On July 18, 1855, an enslaved woman,
along with her two sons, escaped her
Southern master aided by Philadelphia
abolitionists. On the anniversary of this
historic event, the Library Company of
Philadelphia will join the Pennsylvania
Historical and Museum Commission in
dedicating an official State Historical
Marker commemorating the liberation of
Jane Johnson.

The marker dedication ceremony will
take place on Saturday, July 18, 2009 near
the entrance of the Independence Seaport
Museum at Penn's Landing, 211 South
Columbus Blvd. (South Columbus Blvd.
& Walnut St.)

Click here for Press Release

Click here for more about Jane Johnson

This event is open to the public free of
charge. To register, phone 215-546-3181,
or e-mail lpropst@librarycompany.org.
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New Podcast Available: 2009 Juneteenth Freedom Forum

This Juneteenth Freedom Forum event featured three area
scholars discussing the African American struggle for freedom
in the era of the Civil War and beyond.

Dr. Robert Francis Engs, Professor of History (emeritus);
University of Pennsylvania, "Who Freed the Slaves? The black
Revolutionary Struggle for Freedom."

Dr. Elizabeth Varon, Professor of History and Associate
Director, Center for the Humanities, Temple University, "From
Appomattox to Juneteenth: Lee's Defeat and the End of
Slavery."

Dr. Randall M. Miller, Professor of History, St. Joseph's
University, "Juneteenth, Before and After: African American
Freedom Celebrations, Historical Memory, and Contemporary
Activism."

Listen to the podcast.

email: lpropst@librarycompany.org
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