ARTICLES OF ASSOCIATION.

'mE first day of July, in the year of our Lord, one thousand
seven hundrod and thirty-one, and in the fifth year ol the reign
of George the Secoud, by the grace of God, King of Great Bri-
tain, Trunce, and Ireland, Defender of the Faith, &z, We, whose
names are herennto subseribed with onr seals allixed, for the ad-
vancement of knowledge and literature in the city of Philadelphia,
in the provinee of Pennsylvania, having put together several sums
of money for a joint stock for the purchasing a collection of valu-
able books for composing a library in the said eity, of which
monies we of the number of the first filty subsecribers have ad-
vanced forty shillings apiece ; and each of the rest of us the several
sums armexed to our names subseribed respectively, do hereby
mutually covenant and agree each one for himself, his heirs, ex-
scutors, and administrators, respeetively, to, and with the rest of
the subscribers aforesaid, and every of thom, their executors, ad-
ministrators and assigns, by these presents in manner following,
to say 1-—

That the monies so by us collected and advanced, and all other
monics to be collected and paid for increase of our said library,
or the service thereof, shall from time to time be put into the
hands of the person hereinafier named to be our T'reasurer, or the
hands of some other fit person to be elected for Tressarer, as here-
inafter mentioned, for the eollecting and purchasing of such books,
and for such other serviees appertaining 1o the library, as the Cow-
mittecs of Directors of the same library to be vonstituted as here-
inafter mentioned, shall think fit to choosze and direct.

That no subseription shall be admitted after the Grst fifty, nor
any person entituled to a share in the books and effeets in company,
nor received ag a member thereof, without first being allowed of
and received for such by some of the said Committecs of Directors,
and withont first subscribing his name to this instrument, with
the sum of his subseription monies added thereto, and scaling the
same with his seal in the presence of two or more suflicient wit-
nesscs, and paying into the hands of the Company’s I'reasurer so
much or sneh a sum of money as (the same being added to the
value of the whole collection of books and eflects, regard had by
the presiding Committee of Directors to loss, wear, and unforeseen
aceidents which is hereby committed to their care and judgment)
will at the time of each subseription render the subscriber’s share
ol equal value with any one of the rest.
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That upon the payment of the subscription monies, and all
other monies hereafter to be paid for the service of the Library,
the party shall receive of the Cowpany's Treasurer a certificate,
under his hand and the Company’s seal, containing the name of
the person, and the sum paid, the time when, and the account or
use for which he paid it.

That for the better preservation of a just equality, which it is
herelyy agreed shall subsist among the parties hereto, no one per-
son shall pay more or otber than such a proportion as aforesaid
of the value of the Library, and effeets, nor shall he be entituled to
more than one or an equal share with one of the rest of the par-
ties in Company aforesaid. Nor shall any one, being so entituled,
except ol a further bargain, sale, or other con Veyince or assnr-
ance from another, Tiut if any member in partnership aforesaid
shall, as executor or administrator of another, or by any other
means, come to a plurality of shares in the books and effeets afore-
suid, he shall immediately, upon receipt of an order from the Com-
mittes of T¥irectors, transter and convey so much thereofl as will
reduce his part to sueh an equality as aforesaid at the rate afore.
said, nnto some fit person not already entituled to any share, the
person to be such as the Committee shall approve of,

That every of onr respective executors and administrators shall
immediately, upon the receipt of any such order of Committes as
aloresaid, also transfer and convey his testator's or decedent’s pari
in Company aforesaid, at the rate aforesaid unto such person as the
same Committes shall approve of,

T'hat the nomber of subscribers shall not execed one hundred
at any one time in the whole. And that no person shall be of
the Company, nor bave any right or intercst in their Library and
effects (whether he come in primarily by paying a part of the
subscription monies 1o the Treasurer, or by purchase of another,
which any person may do, but not without the allowanee of a
Comiumittes of Directors at the rate aforesaid) without first sub-
seribing hereunto as aforesaid in person or by proxy legally and
sufliciently authorized.

T'hat the Committee’s allowance or approbation of each mem-
ber into partnership shall be significd by their permitting bim to
subscribe hereunto as aforesaid.

That we, the subseribers herennto, for the increasing our said
Library and the serviee thereol, shall and will cach one of us, our
execntors or administrators respoetively, lurther advance and pay
iuto the hands of the Treasurer ten shillings a year at the day
to be appointed by our Committees annually, and so from time
to time, until alienation of our respective parts in Company
aforczaid, according to the purport hereof, : i

But if any subscriber hereto, his cxeculors or administralors,
shall negleet to pay any of the sums of ten shillings per annom
aloresaid, at the duy so to be appoioted for the payment thereof,
guch subseriber, his execulors or administrators, shall be ad mitted
by the presiding Committee any time within six months next
afier the day of paviment to pay fittcen shillings in lien thoreol,
Which, if suach person shall louger negleet, or if any persou hav-
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1ng more than such an eqnal share as aloresaid shall neglect to
comply with the Directors’ order for the reduetion thereof to an
equality with one of the rest by sale as aforesaid, then in BvEry
such case the party so neglecting or refnsing, his exeentors, ad-
ministrators, and assigns, shall from thenceforth forever after be
exclnded from the said partnership, and [rom any share, right, or
benclit in the Library books or effeets aforesaid, and be dis-
abled from muaking any conveyance thereof afterwards. And
the Committee of Directors, cansing their Secretary to euter the
oceasion, the delinguents’ share and right in the premises shall
beecome forfeit and devolve upon the Committee of Directors for
them o transfer and make over to such person as they shall think
fit, the better to keep up the number ol the partners at the
real value of their sharcs, to be estimated as aforesaid, and to be
paid to the Treasurer for the use of the Library.

That if any sabseriber, for the more expeditious raising a stock
for the better encouragement of the ends hereby intended, shall
be willing to advance Lis ten shillings per annom beforshand, for
a number of years to come, he shall be permitted so to do, amd
upon proper entry thereol in the Dircctors’ minutes, and a cer-
tificate delivered him by the Secretary, he shall be excused until
such naumber of years be expired.

That we, the said sobseribers, will be and continue in partner-
ship and hold our library of books and effects thereunto apper-
taining in common for and during the space of fifiy-one years
from the day of the date hercof.

That during the same space we will not demand of our Trea-
surer, hereby nominated, nor of auy other person hercafter to e
our Treasurer aceording to this present Constitation, rendition of
the monies aloresaid, nor of any monies hereafter to be collected
and paid for the common nse of the snbscribers in Company afore.
said, nor demand or scck Lo have pastition thercof, or of the books
aud eflects to be therewith purchased, but that the same books aud
effeets, and the monies also, alter payment thercof to our Trea-
surer, shall be and remain at all times herealter, during the con-
tinuance of this parinership, the indistinguishable property of
all the mombers of the Company, the subseribers aforesaid, under
the order and dircetion of the Committecs of Directors aforesaid,
and to and for the several and respective uses, intents, and pur-
poses hereinafter limited and declared, yet subject to the provisoes
* and conditions herein contained, and to no other use, iutent, or
purpose whatever.

That when, and as oflen as any of ns, the said snbscribers, shall
be of a Committee of Directors, or the Company's I'reasurer,
Librarian, or other their officer, in virtng of these presents such
of us 50 10 be constituted, it he aceept the office, shall be troe
and [aithfol in the exercise of his fanction and in the discharge
of the trast committed to him, every one according to the nature
and duty of his office; hat more especially in preserving to the
utmost of his power wnto every one of the subscribers in Com-
pany hiz just right and properiy in and to the said books and

cffects in common, under the order and rule and subject to the
*
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limitations and restrictions in and by these presents established,
limited, and declared.

That for distinetion sake, the subseribers in Company afore-
said mow and hereafter at all times arc and shall be called THE
LiBrAaRY CoMPANY OF PHILADRLPAELA, and ghall have a common
geal, with this devies, two books open, cach encompassed with
glory, or beams of light, between which water streaming [rom
above into an urn below, thenes issues at many vents into lesser
urng, and motto circumscribing the whole, comuniter bona pro-
funidere defim cst, to be sccurely kept in the Tibrary, under the
eare of the 1irectors, whose Secretary upon the annual expiration
of their oflice, or such other person as they shall ‘appoiut, sball de-
liver up the key of its deposit to the succeeding Committee.

That for the better preservation ef order and government
amongst the present and fature subscribers, and in the vese, applica-
tion and management of the monies, books, Library, and effects
aforesaid, they, the said snbscribers, shall personally, or by proxy,
annually attend at the place of clection in the said city of Phila-
delphia on the first Monday of the month of Muay in every year
during the continuanee of the partnership aforcsaid ; and that as
many as 50 mect and appear to be duly qualified shall proceed to
the ¢hoice of a person of the number of the subscribers hereto
to be the Company’s Treasurer, and ten other persous of the same
subscribers to be a Committee of Directors lor the year next en-
sning, and so from year to year during the continuance of the
partonership aforesaid.

The place of election to he agreed upon by the Directors of the
current year, and notified by their Secrctary ten days before the
day of clection by printed advertisements, the clectors to choose
by written tickets, each containing the names of the ten persons
voted Directors, and the name of the person voted T'reasurer; and
the persons of the Compauy, the subscribers aforesaid, who ghall
thereupon appear 1o have a majority of votes shall be the Com-
pany's Treasarer and the Committes of Directors, respectively,
for the year next ensuing, which Committee of Ihirectors ure
Lercby directed and impowerced to nominate some [t person of
the Company to be their Sceretary for the ensuing year, who shall
preside and colleet the votes at the elections aforesaid, and shall
taithfully enter in a book to be kept for that purpose the names
of the qualified clectors, and the number of the names of the
candidates according to the tickets.

That it shall and may be lawful to and for the electors alore
said, when met at any time before the hour of three in the after-
noon of the day of clection, to appoint persons to assist the
Secretary in gathering the votes, uud entering and numbering
the nawes of the electors and persons voted for, and other service
apgermﬁning 1o the election, and to appoint and direct any method
and rule in proceeding to and making the election, so as they
appoint or direct nothing to prejudice the authority of uny voler,
or infringe the constitution hereby established in any of the
branches or parts thereof,

That Benjamin Franklin, Thomas Hopkinson, William Far-
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song, Philip Syng, Thomas Godfrey, Anthony Nicholas, Thomas
Cadwalader, John Jones, jr, Robert Grace, and Tsanc Penington,
they being ten of the subseribers hercto, shall be a Committee of
Directors of the Tibrary aforesaid until the first Monday in May,
Anno Domini one thousand seven hundred and thirty-two, that
being the first time the cleetion is to be made by sullrage as afore-
gaid, and that until the same day of election William Coleman,
jr, another of the said subseribers, shall be the Company's Trea.-
gurer, at which time his place of Treasurer is lo be supplied by
another, if he be not then re-clected, and that Joseph Dreintnall,
another of the suhseribers hereto, shall be the Secretary ol them
the said first nominated Directors.

That if any person hereby nominated or herealter to be elected
to be of a Committes of Directors shall refuse to act or shall hap-
pen to dic or depart this provinee so as to be absent for the space
of two months in any of the first ten months of the year for which
he 1 20 nominated or to be elected of a Committee as aforesaid,
or if within the same ycar or term of ‘his office he shall be con-
fined by sickuess or otherwise rendered uncapable of exeenting the
office of a Dircetor according to the true meaning hereol the rest
of the Directors as often as oveasion shall require in any of the
cases aforesaid sball procced in their duty and offive without him ;
or if they thiok fit they shall nominate some other suitable peor-
son to supply bis place of a Director until the then next succeed-
ing election,

That if any person so nominated or to be elected the Com-
pany's Treasurer as aloresaid shall absent himself from his office
for the spacc of thirty days, or shall be otherwise rendered unca-
pable, or neglect his office or duty of Treasurer in the judgment
of the Committee of Dircetors for the time being, it shall and may
be lawful for the Committee to displace him {rom any longer con-
tinuance in hissaid office, and the Committee causing their Seere-
tary to make a minute for the purpose, containing their reasons
for displacing him; be shall therenpon, and from thenceforth
coase to be the Treasurer aforesaid, and shall, upor notive thereof,
adjust and settle with the Commitlee, and pay and deliver the
Company’s moncy and cffeets to such person as the Committee
shall order and appoint, and in that case, and so ofien, and also,
il the Treasurer shall depart this life, the Directors shall there.
upon nominate another fit person of the Compaoy, the subseribars
hereto aforesaid (bul not of their own number) to be Treasurer
in the stead of him so displaced or deceased, until the next sue-
ceeding annual election ; but when a new cholee 18 to be made of
Treasurer, in any of those cases after the said first Monday in
May, vns thousand seven hundred and thirty-lwo, the person who
at the then last preeeding cleetion had the greatest number of
votes next the highest (il alive, willing, and capable), shall be
substituted Treasurer to supply the place of such deceased or dis-
placed Treasurer, fur which purpose the Secretarics presiding at
eleetiona shall prescrve the votes.

That every person so chosen to be the Company's Treasurer,
immediately upon entering into his office, shall receive of the pre-

#
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ceding Treasurer, his heirs, executors, or administrators, the Com-
pany’s Cash and Hoolks of Accounts, giving his receiptl for the
same, and shall enter into an obligation in double the valoe that
doth or probably may come to his hands during the continuance
of his office as near as can be estimated by the Committec of Di-
rectors unto the same Dircetors by their proper names and sur-
natmes, conditioned that he will onee s month or oftencr, if re-
guired, well and truly adjost, account, and scttle with them for,
and eoncerning all monies that are or shall come to his hands be-
longing to the Library Company of Philadelphia, or the sub-
seribers hereunto, and that he will well and truly deliver up and
pay the balance of the monies remalning in his hands, together
with the books of accounts coneerning the zame, and the Com-
pany's papers in his Keeplog, uoto his successor, in the said office,
or such other person or service as the Committee of Directors for
the time being shall order and appoint, and not otherwise, and
that he will observe, do, and execute, all other things as the Com-
pany's Treasurer alvresaid, aceording to the sense and truc mean-
ing of these presenta.

That all officers and servants belonging to the Company other
than their T'reasurer, shall be in the choice and under the order
and direction of the Committees of Directors, who shall be ae-
couniable for their fidelity, and may displace them and appoint
others ag often as they shall think fit, which Committess shall
also bave the disposal of the monies subseribed and paid o the
I'reasnrer to and for the use and serviee of the said Tibrary; they
ghall have the choosing of books for the Library, the renting a
honse or place for the service of the Tibrary, the furnishing the
same with presses, shelves, and other things, necessary and fit,
the lending of books, the appointing securities for the return of
the books to the Tibrary, an({ the prices of the loans, the priot-
Ing and dispersing ol catalogues, the admission of new subscribers,
under the limitations and conditionz hereby established, the set-
tling accounts with the Company's Treasurer, with the payment
of honse rent, servants, and officor’s wages, and all other incident
charges belonging to the Company in paT‘tnr‘T‘sh‘Jp aforesaid.

Moreover the Committee of Directors are hereby invested with
a discretional power to make suitable retorns (in behall of the
Company) unto such benefactors as shall honor them by dona-
tions or otherwise, and for the more orderly execution of the duty
and trust belonging Lo the said Directors, the Committees of Di-
rectors are hf-rf-hy required to meet once a month at the place
where the Library shall be kept, or some other fit place in the
said city of Thiladclphia, to confer and conclude concerning the
matters hereby ecommitted to shem, In every of which meetings
of the Directors aforesaid seven of their number met shall be a
eommittce or quorum capable to eonsult, confer, and conclude of
and ulpuu all matters appertaining to Committees of Dircetors
aceording to this Constitntion, and whatsoever six of the number
80 met shall so conclude shall be deemed and taken for, and as
the resolution of the Committce of Directors for the time hmn':r

That this present instrument shall be deposited in the Library
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for the inspection and perusal of all persons thercin concerned,
who shall also bave reconrse to the Journals of the Directors, the
minuates and entries of (heir Secretarics, with the Treasurer's ac-
counts and all other books and papers belonging to the Company,
and may, if' the Directors think fit, take copies thereol, provided
always, nevertheless, and it is hereby further agreed, that no
monies hereby agreed to be subseribed and paid, shall be paid,
nur any covenant or agreement herein contained shall be of any
virtue or force, until such time ag filty persons have subseribed
forty shillings each as aforesaid, and if the number of subseribers
hereto shall not amount to filty within ix months next ensuing
the dute hereof, then and therenpon this present instrument shall
become null and of no effect, anything hereinbefore contained to
the contrary notwithstanding; and it is hereby finally concluded
and agreed, by and between all the subseribers in Company afore.
sald, each one for himsell, his heirs, execntors, and administra.
tors respeetively, that if any Committee of Directors hercby ap-
pointed or hereafter to be elected as aforesaid, shall think it need-
ful to apply to the Tegislature for the better establishment of
the Library and Compauy aforesaid, aud the ordar and govern-
weut of the same, or to inereaze the number of the Cowmpany
beyond the limitations aforesaid, or 1o enlarge the time and term
of their partnership, or to dissolve the same, aud make sale and
dispose of or divide their Library and eflfects, or to make any
other alteration in this prescnt Constitution ; then in any soch
case, or in any other ease ol great concernment to the Compauy,
the Sceretary, by the Committee's direction, notifying the occasion,
shall publish an advertisement for the parpose in the manner he-
fore directed for the annual meetings, to the end that all persons
concerncd may meet if they think fit, and assist the Comumitten
with their advice, and whatsoever appears to the Committes to
be concluded npon as the general senso of the meeting, they shall
cause to be minnted and cntered by their Secretary, and whatso-
cver shall be so coneluded and entcred as aforesaid and reported
by the Committee shall be conclosive and binding to all persons
therein concerned, so as seven-eighths of their nummber met in per-
son or by proxy, duly constituted, come to some conelusion or
agreement to be minuted as aforesaid.

Lrrovided always, and §t is hereby further covenanted and e,
That if, in the judgmeunt of the Comunittee, the scven cighth parts
at least of the said mecting or assem bly agree not to some defini-
tive sentence abont dividing the Company's effects or enlarging
the term of their partnership at or near the conclusjon of the zaid
fitty one years, the term of this copartnership, then and jn thay
case only the Commities of Directors shall deliver the said 1i brary
and eflfects, in whose hands or custody soever, unto such person
or persons as the mayor and commonalty of the city of Phila-
delphia shall direct, by an order of their counci| in Wriking, 1o
the use of the corporation of the said city, as their own proper
goods and chattels forever, or 1o such othar use op gervice as the
mayor and commonalty of the city ol Philadelphia aforesaid shall
think fit o order and appoint.
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1o witness whereof we, the said partners in company, have in
manmer aforesaid sabseribed our names and affixed our seals unto
these presents, the same being gontained in two skins of parchment
connected together by a label under our common scal aloresaid.

Be it remembered, that the twenty-fourth day of December, in
the year of our Lord one thonsand seven hundred and thirty-six,
before me, William Allen, Bsquire, onc of the justices of the
peace for the eity and county of Philadelphia, came Joseph Tay-
lor, of the said cily, cordwainer, and Riee Peters, of the same
city, shopkeeper, and said that whereas each of the names of
them, the said Joseph Taylor and Rice Poters, is twenty times
underwrilten to the annexed deed or instrument of parinership of
ihe Library Company of Philadelphia, in witness of the scaling
and delivery of the said deed by the seventy-two persons whose
names are prior to the said witnessing (the name of Charles Wil-
ling being the last of the anid seventy-two), they, the said Joseph
Taylor and Rice Peters, were willing porsoually to certify the same,
and, in parsuance thereof, did further and upon their solemn
alfirmations severally declare and say that they werc present at
the said times of sealing and delivery, and did sec gach of those
seventy-two persons seal and as their deed deliver the said an-
nexed desd or instrument; and also that the names of them, the
said Joseph Taylor and Rice Pelers (so eubseribed, each of them,
ywenty times in witness of such sealing and delivery), are of the
handswriting of these allirmants respectively. Tn testimony
whereol 1, the said William Allen, have hercunto sct my hand

and seal, the day and year above said.
WILLTAM ATLEN.
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